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    Happy 

              St. Patrick’s 

                  Day! 
 

 

“Patrick, missionary to Ireland in the 5
th

 

century, writes that at the age of 16, “I did not 

know the true God.”  His father, Calpornius, was a 

deacon in their church, and his grandfather, 

Potitus, was a pastor.  Patrick and his family lived 

in Great Britain, which was ruled by Rome at that 

time.  However, the Roman Empire had suffered 

greatly at the hands of the barbarians and the 

emperor (Honorius) was weak.  This left the 

British Isles vulnerable and Patrick, along with 

thousands of others, was captured by Irish slave 

traders and taken back to Ireland.  Patrick was the 

slave of a farmer who made him a herdsman.  

Patrick saw his captivity as the “just deserts” for 

his rebellion against God.  During his captivity he 

tells us in his Confessio that he prayed from 1 – 

100 times a day and the same at night.  Patrick 

states that it was during this time that “The Lord 

opened my mind to an awareness of my unbelief.”  

Patrick escaped and eventually made it home.  

During the years that followed through several 

visions he became convinced that God was calling 

him back to Ireland as an evangelist.  The legend 

of Patrick removing the snakes (Ireland has no 

snakes) from Ireland may refer to his confronting 

the Druid symbolism of the serpent with the truth 

of the Gospel.  The connection with the clover leaf 

may refer to Patrick’s strong teaching on the 

Trinity.  Unlucky Patrick?  I think Patrick would 

say with Joseph to his Irish captors, “As for you,  

 

     A      

 
             Look 

At FBC Members 

 

Gary and Linda actively serve the Lord and their 
fellow members here at FBC.  Gary is serving his first term 
on the Trustee Board and Linda is involved in preparations 
for the church's fellowship dinners where her gift for 
decorating and Gary's help with set-up and clean-up are 
evident. 
  The Conovers have been married for forty seven 
and one half years.  They met on a blind date.  God has 
blessed them with two adult sons and six grandchildren.  
Their sons, Les and Mark, have each served our country in 
the U.S. Marine Corps, with duty in the Middle East wars.   
Gary and Linda are so thankful for God's protection while 
they were very much in harm's way.  Les retired after 21 
years in the Corps, while Mark continues to serve in the 
National Guard.   
  Their six grandchildren include three boys and three 
girls ages 7 to 17.  Seventeen year old Thadd is going into 
the National Guard this summer.  Jared went to Europe last 
summer in the People to People program.  Randi, Max, 
Megan and Jessie are involved in football, basketball, 
baseball, soccer and band.  Gary and Linda spend much time 
attending their activities, which is made easier now that they 
are both retired. 
  Linda was saved at FBC in 1953 under the ministry 
of Pastor David Canine, and was baptized when she was 
fourteen.  Gary was saved in 1995 after a Christian 
adventure trip with the church, and was baptized in 1996 by 
Pastor Jan Schaedel. 
  Linda's favorite Bible verses are John 3:16-18 and 
Philippians 2:3.  Gary also lists John 3:16 as well as John 
14:6 as his favorite verses.  They both list "Because He 
Lives" as their favorite song. 
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Continued on page 2 

By Pastor Jim Koerber 

The 
Conovers 
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Are you a Rebelutionist? 
The world does not expect much from teens, stereotyped 

teens that is. Low expectations abound and Alex and Brett Harris 
have taken up pen and paper to ignite their peers. This is a rebellion. 
Not a rebellion against authority, but against the idea that all teens do 
nothing. As the subtitle of their book, Do Hard Things, says, this is “a 
teenage rebellion against low expectations”. 
      Their hit blog, The Rebelution, successfully started a 
movement, one that still needed some guidelines. The Harris 
Brothers wrote Do Hard Things as a guide to all of their fellow 
“rebelutionaries”. Humorously, the brothers recount their own “hard 
things” such as overcoming the fear of showers. All throughout the 
book are examples of teens that have either decided to stand up and 
mature, or sit down and turn on their PS2. They vividly portray the 
slavery to low expectations and self-satisfaction that has branded the 
teen community with the example of a tamed elephant. That elephant 
is held by a single string because it has lived its life in bondage. Their 
call is for the youth of the world to rise up and mature into the men 
and women God has called them to be. 
       Do Hard Things comes out of hearts that are bent on building 

 

you meant evil against me, but God meant it 

for good, to bring it about that many people [this 

time spiritually] should be kept alive, as they are 

today.” 

 

Author of the above, well… unknown!    I think it 

was me!  But to be safe I’ll leave it in the unknown 

category!    

 

As we consider Patrick this month – are you a 

missionary?  Are you busy taking the Good News 

of Jesus Christ to your children?  Your family?  

Your neighbors?  Why not?   Someone once said 

that apathy is the worst form of violence.   

 

Make a commitment today to be a Patrick to your  

Ireland.  For some it might just be a matter of  

making a plan to sit down with that loved one, or 
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 Book 

 Review 
 By Jonathan Koerber 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Do Hard Things 
  By Alex and Brett Harris 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Do You Read? 

up the next generation to be ready to lead and be led for Christ. Full of compelling arguments 
for striving to do more than flip the channel, this book is a must read for the youth that is striving 
to face low expectations. For those who want another reason to read it, Chuck Norris wrote the 
foreword. Instead of just taking the praise from people for their book, the Harris’s are continuing 
to motivate their peers towards a Christ-like life and a rebellion against the low expectations of 
the world. For those of you who will read Do Hard Things and then act: Welcome to the 
Rebelution, we work hard here. 
 

 
 

http://www.therebelution.com/
http://www.therebelution.com/
mailto:philtrivett@aol.com
http://www.therebelution.com/
http://www.therebelution.com/
http://www.therebelution.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/1601421125/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=283155&s=books
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Barb and David Taylor were commissioned by 

FBC to serve as missionaries to Brazil, and first arrived 
in San Paulo in 1972.  They served there together for 
twenty six years until David died suddenly of a heart 
attack in December of 1998.  Barb prayerfully 
considered what God would have her do next, and He 
led her to home missions and church planting in 
Columbus, Ohio. 
  Barb serves with missionaries Earl and Marilyn 
Shaffer at the Dayspring at Alton Road Baptist Church in 
Galloway, Ohio. She is active in the Women of Light 
Ministry which offers morning and evening Bible studies 
to accommodate hectic city life and women's work 
schedules.  Barb has the joy of co-leading the morning 
Bible study.  The women are very dedicated, rarely 
missing the morning mid-week prayer time and 
accompanying Barb on visitation, even on the spur of 
the moment. 
  The Dayspring Church is hoping to be self-
supporting very soon.  The church parking lot loan was 
paid off in September.  They are now debt free, have 
met their budget and have voted to increase their 
missionary giving.  Dayspring celebrated two baptisms in 
January and the installation of their newest deacon who 
will lead their outreach team in 2010. 
  Barb has three grown children.  Jonathan is 
employed as the art director at the Creation Museum in 
Hebron, Kentucky.  He has been responsible for most, if 
not all, of the murals displayed at the museum.  Patricia 
is married to Joey White, who is the assistant pastor of 
their church in Danville, Virginia.  They have three 
daughters ages 11, 8 and 4.  Cynthia is employed by 
Baptist Bible College in Clark Summit, Pennsylvania as 
a graphic designer in their communication department.  
She is actively helping with a church plant ministry at the 
Mountain Stream Baptist Church in the Pocono 
Mountains.  She is praying for God's will about a 
decision to serve with ABWE in Brazil. 
  Barb asks for prayer for those who are close but 
have not yet put their trust in Christ at Dayspring.  Also, 
pray for Patricia who has medical problems which make 
it difficult to keep up with her mothering and church 
responsibilities.  Please pray for Cynthia as she decides 
where the Lord is leading her.  Also, pray for the new 
ladies at Dayspring to be faithful and grow in their 
commitment to Christ. 
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Missions 

Update 

Happy Birthday 

        March 
Darlene Kuhnell       1 
Clayton Guy       3 
Shane Gerdus       8 
Kathryn Hall       8 
Daniel Bunnell       9 
David Day     11 
Gordon Walker     11 
Roby Jacobs     18 
Ryan Gilkison     19 
Treva Vazquez     26 
Carl Larrick     29 
 

 

Barb  
       Taylor 

taking the opportunity to share the Gospel as you 

talk across the fence with that neighbor.  But just 

maybe some of you feel ill equipped – we will have 

a class on evangelism this summer.  Be sure to 

watch for more information.  In the meantime we 

have resources available to help you.  On the back 

table you will find a booklet/tract called Ultimate 

Questions.  Read it before you give it to someone.  

When you do give it to someone be sure to follow 

up and ask them questions about what they read.  

Another resource is the book, “Tell the Truth” by 

Will Metzger.  We have a limited number of copies 

for you to borrow or purchase.  This will be our text 

for the evangelism class in the summer. 

 

Here is a starting point to help get you started:  

Make an evangelistic prayer list of five people with 

whom you will share the Gospel.  Mom’s and Dad’s 

make sure your children are on that list!   
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Homes for Christ  
  Age ð Adults 
  Teacher ð Bill Trivett 
  Curriculum ð Book of Acts 
The Gym Class  
  Age ð Adults 
  Teacher ð Pastor Koerber 
  Curriculum ð Book of Isaiah 
Phil athea Class  
  Age ð Adult Ladies 
  Teacher ð Treva Vazquez 
  Curriculum ð Book of Colossians 
FBC Youth  
  Age ð 7th -12th Grade 
  Teacher ð Phil Trivett 
  Curriculum ð Abiding in Jesus:  Trusting 
  in Jesus and Encouraging Others 
Juniors  
  Age ð 4th ð 6th Grade 
  Teacher ð Paulette Gerdus 
  Curriculum ð Firm Foundations:   
  Creation to Christ 
Primaries  
  Age ð 1st ð 3rd Grade 
  Teacher ð Luke and Lee Ann Day 
  Curriculum ð Characteristics of God 
Pre -Primaries  
  Age ð Pre K ð Kindergarten 
  Teacher ð Cassie Greene 
  Curriculum ð Old Testament 
Toddlers  
  Age ð 2-3 year olds 
  Teacher ð Lori Lynch 
  Curriculum ð A Sure Foundation:  His 
  Praiseworthy Deeds 
Nursery  
  Age ð Newborn ð 2 years old 
  Staffed by qualified members of FBC 
  Curriculum ð A Sure Foundation:  His 
  Praiseworthy Deeds 
 
 
 
   
   

 

Christian Education  
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

=abe]k^gxl =ank\a 
Age:  4 - 7 year olds or Pre-K ¿ 1st grade 

Teacher:  Members of FBC 
Curriculum ¿ Exodus 

Location:  Basement    Director ¿ Gail Bunnell 
 
 

 

Morning Worship :  

 Book of Hebrews  

   March 7 ï Hebrews 9:1-10   
   Until the Time of Reformation 
   Memory Verse ï Jeremiah 31:33-34  
 
   March 14 ï Hebrews 9:11-14 
   By Means of His Blood 
   Memory Verse ï Hebrews 9:12 
 
   March 21 ï Hebrews 9:15-22  
   Without the Shedding of Blood there is     
   No Forgiveness of Sins      
   Memory Verse ï Hebrews 9:22 
 
   March 28 ï Hebrews 9: 23-28 
   Once for All 

   Memory Verse ï Hebrews 9:28 

Sunday Evenings 

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Cubbies:  4 and 5 years olds 

Sparks:  Kindergarten – 2
nd

 Grade 

T & T:  3
rd

 - 6
th
 Grade 

 
March 7  

Crazy  

Hair Night!  
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      I Timothy 4:12   Youth  
                 
 
 
 

          Game Night  
Friday, March 19 

   7:00p.m. ̄ Midnight  
                   Plenty of pizza, pop and snacks.  
             Bring your Wii, Xbox, Playstation and games.        
               There will also be cards and board games.           
       Boys bring a 2 liter of pop and girls bring a bag of chips. 
                         Cost: $3.00 per person  
                               Invite a friend! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N
E

W
S 

A Night to Remember 

 

Saturday, April 24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Aloha! 

Summer Camp 
 

Scioto Hills  

Registration going on now. 
sciotohills.com 

 

Camp Barakel   
Registration begins in March. 

campbarakel.org 
 

Sky View Ranch  

Registration has begun. 
skyviewranch.org 

 

$ED§J B;J 7DOED; BEEA :EMD ED OEK because you are young, but set an 
example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 

 
 

7
th –

 1
2

th G
rad

ers 
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First Baptist Church 

304 West Center Street 

Blanchester, OH 45107 

March Calendar 
1 Women’s Prayer Luncheon 12:00 p.m. 

1 Ladies Bible Study begins! 7:00 p.m. 

2 Men’s Prayer Meeting 6:30 a.m. 

7 Awana, Bible Institute-Esther 6:30 p.m. 

8 Women’s Prayer Luncheon 12:00 p.m. 

8 Ladies Bible Study  7:00 p.m. 

9 Men’s Prayer Meeting 6:30 a.m. 

13  AWANA Grand Prix 3:00 p.m. 

14 Awana, Bible Institute-Esther 6:30 p.m. 

15 Women’s Prayer Luncheon 12:00 p.m. 

15 Ladies Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

16 Men’s Prayer Meeting 6:30 a.m. 

19 Youth Game Night 7:00 p.m. 

20 First Men 8:00 a.m. 

21 Awana, Bible Institute-Esther 6:30 p.m. 

22 Women’s Prayer Luncheon 12:00 p.m. 

22 Ladies Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

23 Men’s Prayer Meeting 6:30 a.m.  

28 Awana, Bible Institute-Esther 6:30 p.m. 

29 Women’s Prayer Luncheon 12:00 p.m. 

29 Ladies Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

30 Men’s Prayer Meeting 6:30 a.m. 

 

 

First Baptist Church 

304 West Center Street 

Blanchester, OH 45107 

937.783.3671 

 

www.firstbaptistblanchester.org 

fbc@firstbaptistblanchester.org 

 

Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship – 10:40 a.m. 

Sunday Evening – 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 

 

Jim Koerber – Pastor 

jkoerber@firstbaptistblanchester.org 

 

Jim Smith – Custodian 

fbc@firstbaptistblanchester.org 

 

Phyllis Oliver – Secretary 

poliver@firstbaptistblanchester.org 

 

 

 


