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Vampires, Werewol
and Wizards

By Pastor Jim Koerber

This summer has seen its share of books and
movies with unseemly and evil characters
attempting to redeem themselves with good wor
and s o c alMampitesdf pourseiop y
the list with the latest in the Twilight Saga:
Eclipse These particular movies are based on t
books bybestsellingauthor Stephanie Myers.

So what is a Christian to do? Should we read
these books, view these movies, and allow our
children to read and watch them? These are
guestions that have been asked perennially
throughout the recent media saturated decades
First a disclaimer | have ot had the time to read
Myers books or watch these movies. Nor will |
any time soon! So my goal in this article is not t
critigue them but to challenge you as readers,
viewers, parents who claim Christ as Lord to be
Biblically discerning.

Challengel : While we ofte
book byitscoveb we i ntuitive
still count for somet

of Twilight or the rest of the series you know wh
| mean! So if it looks or sounds evil on first

b | u s hséispibiceis. My challenge to you is to
not fall into the trap of fearing political
correctness. Fear the God of all beauty and ord
so much so that when you see or hear somethirj
that seems ugly or out of order you will investigg
it with a biblicalseb f v al ues. D
this. If you are made to feel you need to apologi
you probably have a hint that something is amis

Continuedon page 3
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At FBC Members

The
Howes

Chris and Cheryl Howe and their son Jake became
members of FBC in August of 2007. They began attending
here in October of 2006. Cheryl is active in our music
ministry, and Chris has helped with several church outreach
activities. Jake has been active in youth group including "A
Night To Remember". The Howe's also have two other adult
children. Their son Cody is married and has a daughter, C.J.
Carrie, their daughter works in home health care, and is
completing training as a medical assistant.

Chris retired from the Navy in 2000, after over
twenty-three years of service to his country. They moved to
Clinton County when Chris went to work for Airborne
Express. Following the DHL move to northern Kentucky,
Chris purchased a Pepperidge Farm distribution route which
includes the Clinton, Fayette and Highland County areas.
Cheryl now works in Human Resources at DHL, commuting
to northern Kentucky each day from their home in Cuba.
Jake has recently started his freshman year at Ashland
University where he is studying biology and participating in
intercollegiate wrestling.

Cheryl made her profession of faith while in grade
school when a faithful Sunday school teacher shared the
gospel with her. Chris was saved in 1978, while in the Navy.
Although they attended the same high school, they traveled
in different circles there. Cheryl was involved in music, while
athletics dominated Chris's high school years. They met
when Cheryl was in college while Chris was home on leave
from the Navy. They married in November of 1983.

Chris, Cheryl and Jake all list a verse or verses from
Romans as their favorite. For Chris it is Romans 8:28. For
Cheryl it is 5:3-5 and Jake lists 8:38-39. Jake lists AMAZING
GRACE as his favorite song. Cheryl lists IT IS WELL, and
Chris lists THE OLD RUGGED CROSS as their favorite
songs.

FBC is blessed to fellowship and serve with the
Howe family.
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CrossTalk
Where Life and Scripture Meet

I zeVI eW Mike Emlet brings a refreshing look at the application of biblical theology

By Jim Koerber to the issues of life. This very practical look at how we can go from the tried and
true AditchoO passages to a deeper mor
passages is a must for anyone who disciples, counsels, talks to other people!

You will find yourself better equipped to bring the all sufficient Word of God to
bear on everything from the mundane problems of life to the overwhelming trials
and adversity that come our way.

What makes this book so useful i s
and ANatalieo, two individuals with v
two passages (one from each Testament) and how they bring wisdom,
correction, encouragement and hope. Each chapter ends with questions to help
the reader bring the principles taught to their own situations.

CrOSSTalk A high view of Scripture permeates the entire book. But as the author
By Michael R. Emlet makes clear, a high view of Scripture must be more than a confession. If we are
to be effective with the Scriptures we must be drinking deeply ourselves.

Ot her wi se we will be satisfied with t
minister wil. not see the glorious #fc
Every parent, pastor, elder, deac o n counsel or, t ea:

anyone who is serious about discipleship should read this book.
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Vampires, Werewolves and Wizards Continued from page 1

The Scriptures speak of a God of order and beau
God created with light, order, and beauty. It was
with the fallthat darkness, disorder and ugliness
was introduced into the tragic story of life after thq
fall. There will be a new heaven and a new earth
one day and there will be no vampires or
werewolves! You can read about it in Revelation
21 & 22!

Challenge 2:Beware of those who call evil good
and good evil. Is it not troubling to you that being
who are eternally dead (vampires), and @réd live
off of human blood(interesting contra analogy to
the Gospel here?) are portrayed as morally uprig|
andmaist r eam? |l 6m i ncl u
Twilight series as | think of this. Vampirism has
been mainstreamed on television for some time
now. Scriptures specifically warn about this in
Isaiah 5:20 (ESV).

Woe to those who call evil good
and good evijl
who put darkness for light
and light for darkness,
who put bitter for sweet
and sweet for bitter!

Continued on page 7

Happy Birthday

September
Linda Conover 4
Jennifer Putman 7
Sheila Smith 9
Rod Lane 11
Ruth Jacobs 18
Chris Howe 19
Ruth Kiger 19
Harold Blinkhorn 20
Don Gilikison 22
Abegael Koerber 22
Bill Kuhnell 25
Jonathan Trivett 28
- 81 : 81 ;B
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Dave and Phyllis Douglas are our missionaries at Camp
Barakel in Fairview, Michigan. Phyllis is the daughter of
Bill and Minnie Trivett and was raised in our church.

Phyllis and Dave met while they were camp counselors
at Scioto Hills Baptist Camp during the summer when
both were attending Cedarville College. They married in
1987, and settled in Delaware, Ohio where Dave was an
assistant pastor for two years and Phyllis taught in
elementary school.

Their love of the camping ministry led them into camping
missions work, and they began their ministry at Camp
Barakel in June of 1989. They have loved their twenty-
one years of work at the camp. Dave is currently the
Director of Part-time Staffing and Phyllis is the Director
of Housekeeping and the Director of Women.

The camping season at Barakel is not a short one. The
summer offers ten sessions of camping for third through
twelfth graders. When the week long summer sessions
conclude the fall retreats begin, then winter retreats with
lots of snow activities (if the weather cooperates), and
four spring retreats. These activities keep the camp
staff quite busy all year. Approximately eight to nine
thousand people participate in the camping sessions
each year.

Dave the Phyllis have an eighteen year old daughter,
Lydia, who is a freshman at Cedarville University. Their
son, Daniel, is sixteen and will be a sophomore in high
school this year.

Their prayer requests are:

1. That Lydia transitions well into college life and the
family adjusts to her absence.

2. That fall retreat registrations will pick up. They are
currently low.

3. Guidance for Dave as he heads up a new
mother/son retreat this fall.

4. For next summer's staff; early contacts with
college students who want to serve the Lord.

5. For Dave as he disciples a twenty-one year old
man in the community.

6. Praise for two new staff members, Dave and
Sarah Haines.
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Homes for Christ

Age 0 Adults

Teacher 0 Bill Trivett

Curriculum 6 The Book of | Peter
The Gym Class

Age 0 Adults

Teacher 0 Rod Lane

Curriculum o The Book of Revelation
Phil athea Class

Age 0 Adult Ladies

Teacher 0 Treva Vazquez

Curriculum & Accountable to God:

Living to Please our Master
FBC Youth

Age 0 7th -12t Grade

Teacher 0 Phil Trivett

Curriculum 6 Your Word Is Truth
Juniors

Age d 4th ¢ 6 Grade

Teacher 0 Barb Lane

Curriculum 0 How Majesticis Your Name
Primaries

Age 0 1st ¢ 3d Grade

Teacher 0 Luke and Lee Ann Day

Curriculum 8 Jesus: What a Savior
Pre -Primaries

Age 0 Pre K 0 Kindergarten

Teacher 0 Cassie Greene

Curriculum 06 Old Testament
Toddlers

Age 0 2-3 year olds

Teacher needed

Curriculum & A Sure Foundation: His

Praiseworthy Deeds
Nursery

Age d Newborn 9 2 years old

Staffed by qualified members of FBC

Curriculum & A Sure Foundation: His

Praiseworthy Deeds
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Morning Worship
Book of Hebrews

September bHebrews 1816
Discerning Disciples Bear the Fruit
of Praise

Memory Ver$eHebrews 13:8

September 12Mission€onference
DonBlock, Bibles International
Memory VeréeéPsalm 119:89

Septembet 91 Hebrew43:1719
Obey Your Leaders
Memory Versesiebrewd3:17

September 26Hebrews 13325
A Benediction Message
Memory VeréeHebrews 13:20, 21

—abe] k"
Age: 47 year oloisPHK ¢, T grade
Teacher. Members of FBG

Curriculyr®ld TestamBaniel

Location: Basement

If you are interested in serving in this
ministry, please see Lori Lynch.

Awana begins
September 19

Sunday Evenings
6:30p.m. 1 8:00 p.m.
Cubbies: 4 and 5 year olds
rks: Kindergarteni 2" Grg
T&T: 391 6" Grade




| Timothy 4: 12YOUth E

$ EDS§J dBwndbe@misOyoare y@.
example for the believers in speech, in li

A new season is approachi
new school year has begurg e
study is about to begin.

What is truth? Where do we
it? Why should | care?

If you are irihi 12" grade we
donot ¢cwantc¢cyouc
Sunday School. We want you to
of life through theuth of Scripture.

Sunday School begins 9:30 a

siapelD 2T |,/

Hey! Listen for announcements in

Laura Greene |,
Ross Kiger &

David Trivett the morning worg\r\ip service

welcome€ to for upcoming activities,

$ FBC YOUtll!

Sumdo\g School and during

&:
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Answersto July/
Augustpuzzles
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Doublepuzzlie 16

astonishment, marvel

Y

2 31 30 25 3A
four fingers and a

12 13 6 17
apprentice, beginner HEERER

10 B 24 14 28
to put oil on in a ceremony | ] |

715 1 27 a2
despair, morose

16 22 21 23

boy, gifl (examples)
11 264 18 19 33

orderly, tidy
4 34 0 20
no fat
T 0 B
T z 3 T 5 & 7 B T 10 11 1z 1z 14 15 18
7 18 19 20 21 TZ I3 o4 25 26 7 19 T0 30 31 32 33 54 36

http:/biblewordgames.com
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http://biblewordgames.com/wordsearchsolpage176.htm

Vampires Werewolves and Wizards Continuedfrom page 3

If you really want to know what happens when people consult the dead (biblically called necromanci
read about Saul and the Witch of Endorl( Sam. 28) . I't did not end
biblical view of hanging aroundith the dead!

Chall enge 3: Dondét | et a fisingle iIissue just

arguments | have heard in suppaf the Twilight series is the theme of abstinence. While | believe thig
argument i s dubious at best (ldabstinencetieontye/aue toben

considered?o What other value®r&reAbei ndegr

distracted from a thorough biblical examination when strong defensiveness is shouted over one asp
exclusion of the rest.

Challenge 4. Know the values of those speaking to you or your children. What & teawu and told
you that | wanted to share a dream | had with your daughter (the target audience of the Twilight Sag
| also need to tell you that 1 6ém a Mormon (w
Smith based on his own dred ) . Y o u didjosdbwant to share thismeith her? If you love yot
daughter you aDoentéiio inkkg stodb osawelfi now you hav
the Twilight Saga. The series was written based upon a dream fromlehigtl Mormon woman. The
chall enge €€ know that pey esview 6f Sodsardaiemwootvnao will irdornd
every book published and every movie produced. So Christian, you must, must, must work hard to
whatever you read or watchrbugh the lens of Scripture. Otherwise you may be deceived.

Chall enge 5: Run from Romance! I dondt mea
work on that! But | do mean run from the romance seen in novels which portray unimbtioak of love.
Abstinence Iis promoted as the reason the Twi
fruit is the sweetesto is a repeated theme i

T is this a bibical view of love? It is a selfish view. It is the cultural view. Sadly, | know from many
broken hearted conversations that a selfish view of marriage is the view of the vast majority of Chris
today. No wonder the statistics on divorce are soéighwi t hi n t he Chur ch.
commitment to practice Matthew 22:B39. It is questionable whether promoting abstinence was the ¢
of the writer and producer of the movie series. The use of vampirism to promote highly sexualized ¢
is well attested in the vampire genre. Twilight may maintain abstinence but it is a story about an ok
with nonT consummated desire according to the reviews.

Challenge 6: What are you reading? Please make sure you are first and foremosthred&iivig and
encouraging your family to do the same. Datlse ar me é t hi s i s your | ol
else must be tested according to Scriptupeot h secul ar and Christian
enjoyment but remember that ase o n e h dnsagirsatéoni csé tfthe gate way t
edification. Be discerning here too! It is easy to publish today.

Parents know what your children are reading and viewing. Ask them questions that will help them
evaluatetheeant ent of what they read and hear and s
surprise with a Vampires view of lifel

"
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SeptembeCalendar

5 | Ask the Pastor night 6:00 p.m.
7 | Wo me ®Pryer Luncheon 12:00 p.m.
8 |[Menbés Prayer M 6:30am.
11 | First Men 8:00 a.m.
Missions ConferencBegins
11 CarryIn Dinner- Videog 530 p.m.
12 | Church Picnic 3:00 p.m.
Missions Conference Conclude
13 with Don Block speaking 7:00 pm.
14| Wo me ®P@y&r Luncheon 12:00 p.m.
15|Mends Prayer M| 6:30am.
19 | AWANA /Bible Institute begins | 6:00 p.m.
21| Wo me ®rayer Luncheon 12:00 p.m.
22|Mend6s Prayer M| 6:30am.
26 | AWANA /Bible Institute 6:00 p.m.
28|Mendés Prayer M 6:30am.
29|Womenbés Prayer| 12:00p.m.

First Baptist Church
304 West Center Street
Blanchester, OH 45107

First Baptist Church
304 West Center Street
Blanchester, OH 45107

937.783.3671

www.firstbaptistblanchester.org
foc@firstbaptistblanchester.org

Sunday Schodl 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worshipi 10:40 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meetiiigs:30 p.m.

Jim Koerbeii Pastor
jkoerber@firstbaptistblanchester.org

Jim Smithi Custodian
fbc@firstbaptistblanchester.org

Phyllis Oliveri Secretary
poliver@firstbaptistblanchester.org
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